A Good Listener

QUALITIES OF A GOOD LISTENER

~ Looks at the person talking

~ Doesn’t talk

~ Thinks about what is said

~ Remembers what she or he is listening for.

Standards should become more specific as children mature.  They should always, however, be developed with the children rather than being imposed as rules.  Intermediate grade children can develop standards based upon such questions as these:

· Do I keep the main idea of what I’m listening to in mind?

· Am I courteous in my listening?

· Do I reserve the judgment until the end of a presentation?

· Am I aware of transitional phrases and what they mean?

· Do I recognize bias on the part of the speaker?

· Do I remember what I am listening for?

CHECKLISTS

Statements of standards can be translated into checklists, such as the one below and can be used by pupils to keep a written record of the listening skill. 

Checking up on listening






Yes
No

1.
Did I remember to get ready for listening?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


a.
Was I seated comfortably where I could see and hear?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


b.
Were my eyes focused on the speaker?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Was my mind ready to concentrate on what the speaker

had to say?







 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

a. Was I able to push other thoughts out of my mind 

for the time being?






 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

b. Was I ready to think about the topic and call to

mind the things I already knew about it?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

c.
Was I ready to learn more about the topic?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 



d.
Was I ready for “take-off?”





 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Was I able to pick out the ideas which supported the 

main idea?







 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 




a. Did I take advantage of the speaker’s cue (such as

first, next, etc.) to help organize the ideas in my mind?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

b. Did I use my extra “think” time to summarize and

take notes – either mentally or on paper?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. After the speaker finished and the facts were all in, did

I evaluate what had been said?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Source: W. Kopp, “The Evaluation of Oral Language Activities:  Teaching and Learning,” Century English, Fe. 1967, pp. 114-123
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